
PoughkeePsie Public library District

2022 Annual RepoRt
A love letter to Libraries
“A big room with heavy wooden tables that sat on a creaky/ wood floor/ 
A line of green shades—bankers’ lights—down the center/ Heavy oak 
chairs that were too low or maybe I was simply/ too short/ For me to sit 
in and read/ So my first book was always big…”

The opening to Nikki Giovanni’s cherished poem “My First Memory (of 
Librarians)” rings true for many of us, even if the details in our own lives vary. 
Reach back in your memory to the first time you ever visited a library – perhaps 
it was right here in Poughkeepsie. What did it look like? Smell like? Was it quiet 
or busy? Did you find your favorite book? Did you learn something new? Did 
you enjoy some solitude or were you with loved ones? 

We welcome everyone to love their library and reach those who, for one reason 
or another, haven’t yet experienced their first visit. In 2022, we dedicated 
ourselves to breaking down barriers across the organization, inside and out, in 
pursuit of our strategic planning goals to establish greater access for all. The 
Library District eliminated most fines in the fall of 2022, removing a financial 
obstacle for patrons without burdening taxpayers. We also began hosting a community refrigerator and pantry in 
collaboration with Oakwood Friends School, who organize local companies and individuals to supply free food to 
any patron at Adriance Memorial Library. 

After months of work with a passionate committee of community advocates, 
we opened the Sadie Peterson Delaney African Roots Branch Library to the 
public on April 9, 2022, nestled in the heart of the Family Partnership Center 
in Poughkeepsie’s Northside. As the building is set to finish renovations this 
year, we look forward to increasing visitorship and even more programming 
there. As a significant audience of Spanish-speaking patrons look to the library 
for resources, we’ve committed to growing our collections and events, with 
increased translation services and bilingual marketing. 

We were honored to host incredible authors and connect the vanguard of 
American literature to audiences in Poughkeepsie all year long. We partnered 
with the Bardavon to present bestselling author Amor Towles (The Lincoln 
Highway) and National Book Award winner Imani Perry (South to America) and 

brought Gary Shteyngart, Susan Wiggs, S. A. Cosby, and many more to our 
library spaces. The Poughkeepsie Book Festival returned for the first Saturday 
of April, establishing the event as the area’s premiere annual gathering of 
authors and illustrators for young people. 

Even in these contentious times, libraries continue to be among the most 
trusted public institutions in the country. Librarians work hard to uphold 
and protect American values – freedom, truth, opportunity. Thanks to the 
support of taxpayers and donors, we count ourselves lucky to meet future 
challenges and continue to grow. 
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Financials
Revenue 
Real Property Taxes: $8,268,345 
Pilot Payments: $166,397 
Library Charges: $31,001 
Interest & Earnings: $10,539 
Grants: $14,909 
State Aid: $288,057 
Gifts & Donations: $164,467 
Miscellaneous: $56,083 
Interfund Transfers: $1,108,330 
Use of Fund Balance: $100,849
Total: $10,208,977

Expenses 
Salaries & Wages: $4,498,588 
Employee Benefits: $1,954,200 
Library Materials & Information Services: $654,838 
Equipment: $117,347 
Circulation & OPAC Management Fees: $129,663 
Operations: $1,520,103 
Debt Service: $1,334,238
Total: $10,208,977 A Message from the Board President

2022 By the Numbers

2022 Board of Trustees
Dianne Blazek, Town, President
Sean Eagleton, Town 
Patricia Ferrer-Medina, Town
Moira Fitzgibbons, City, Vice President
Chip Hogg, City
Jonathan McPhee, City

Mary E. Moore, Town
Deborah Nichols, Town
James Nurre, Town
Patricia Ryan, Town, Treasurer
Laurel Spuhler, City, Secretary

Total Visitors: 248,161 
Items Loaned or Downloaded: 355,350 
Reference Questions: 11,914 
Public Computer Log-Ins: 80,440 
Public Fax Usage: 343 
Website Hits: 343,695 
Database Usage: 189,620
Programs 
Total Public Programs: 2,692 
Total Program Attendance: 41,502

In Memory of
Mario & Rose Occhialino 
 u Occhialino Fund

Judith Effron 
 u Deborah Eisberg

Edward Reich 
 u Paola Bari & Jeff Aman

Ed Herbst 
 u Anonymous

Zeke Mavodones 
 u Ralph & Marian Schwartz 
 u Nancy Severns

My first comments for an Annual Report were in the midst of a pandemic 
that would leave us all changed. Fear, loss and isolation have in many ways 
led to strength and greater connection. Fast forward to this year’s Annual 
Report and I am proud to say the Library District has remained constant 
through it all. 

In-person programming is back in full and attendance is robust; virtual 
programs continue to be offered and desired; the dedicated staff are 
committed to helping the public in ways that often are above and beyond 
the call of duty. With great excitement in April of 2022, we welcomed the 
Sadie Peterson Delaney African Roots Library to PPLD. Our new branch 
is, for the moment, somewhat hidden under construction at the Family 
Partnership Center, but please persevere with parking and come in for a 
visit or sign up for a program. 

On a personal note, I attended library events this year that reminded me of 
what this library does best: bringing a diverse community together. From 
well-attended, informative presentations, to the Book Festival, to the Luau 
at the Library and the cutest stuffed pig races ever, we are a community 
of people who learn together, play together and work together for the 
common good. It has been a true privilege to serve as President of the 
Board for almost 4 years and to have heard from you about your library 
experiences. I hope your summer plans include the many events our 
libraries have to offer and I thank you most sincerely for your continued 
support. 

  – Dianne Blazek, President, Board of Trustees



Annual Fund Contributors

The Library District is grateful to the individuals, businesses, 
and organizations who contributed to the Annual Fund 
between January 1 and December 31, 2022.

Goldleaf Volume $2000+
American Library Association
Bentley - Holden Fund
Fanny V.W. Boos Trust Fund of the Community 
Foundations of the Hudson Valley
Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library 
District, Inc.
Norman & Jeannie Greene Fund
Donna Gruberg
Jode Susan Millman
Estate of Catherine Ann Crotty Newman
Occhialino Fund 
The H. W. Wilson Foundation

First Edition $1000 - $1999
Anonymous (1)
Gail Brittain
Dawn Harkness
Tom & Enza Lawrence
Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery

Collector $500 - $999
Rebecca Edwards
Deborah Eisberg
Laugh, Cry, Dream, Read, LLC
Lila & Phillip Lynch
Deborah M. Nichols
Eileen & Robert Nye
Roland & Marion Patterson

Best Seller $250 - $499
Anonymous (6)
Mark Aaron & Miriam Zimet-Aaron
Grace & John Calella
Bryan C. Childs
Dennis Dengel
Edward S. Gershuny
Sanjaya Jha
Margaret Keiser
Barbara & Charles Lynch
Mary McGowan
New England Greenscapes, Inc.
S. Ntambi
Nugent & Haeussler, P.C.
Ralph D. Pollard
Bobbie Post
Andrea Reynolds
Drs. Ashok & Nila Shah
Drs. Howard & Shirl Susser

Bookworm $100 - $249
Anonymous (8)
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Aldrich, III
Chris & Bonny Algozzine
Susan Avery

Wendy Berger
Linda & Klaus Beyer
Dianne Blazek
Karen Blovat
Mary Ann Boylan
Patricia M. Breen
Gerri Brown
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation
Jim Challey & Janet Gray
Norma Chang
Eleanor & Martin Charwat
Ann Churukian & James Costopoulos
William Clarke
Lynne & Bill Copeland
Ann E. Crowley
Stephen & Amity Currie
Nancy Dewey
Gloria E. Dobbs
Sean & Kathy Eagleton
Mr. Jack Effron
Walter Effron
Cindy Emmer & Gary Fitchett
Mr. & Mrs. William Enichen
Toni & Alex Farkas
Susan Budson Fink
Mary & Harvey Flad
Ms. Mary Gesek
Joe & Perry Goldsmith
Clare & Michael Graham
Jeffrey S. Graham
Fredrika S. & Kent I. Groff
Harmon Printing
Barbara & Erich Hespenheide
Robert & Diane Hlavaty
Janet Houston
Lee & Lleazer Isabell
Jonathan G. Jacobson
Nancy Kappler-Foster & Kenneth Foster
Martha Kaplan & John D. Kelly
Lee Kennedy-Shaffer
James & Sylvia Kitcher
Joan Kuchenmeister
Virginia & Richard LaFalce
Muriel Lampell
Edna M. Lyons
Main Printing
Adam McKible
Jonathan McPhee
Mr. William Miller
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Muffs
Liz Murphy
Basha Ruth Nelson
Mayor & Mrs. Marc Nelson
Mark & Julia Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. James M. O’Brien
Diane O’Leary
Jeanne B. Opdycke

Jim O’Shea
John O’Shea
Michael Petronio & Moira Fitzgibbons
Laura Pilkington
Stephanie H. Pyrek
Jewel & Eugene Ratzlaff
Rhinebeck Bank
William Richardson
Leola Ruffin-McPhee
Jim & Patty Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Schmidt
Jane Smith
Mary R. Spriggs
Drs. Howard & Shirl Susser
Cathy Temple
Alan Thomas
Deborah Thomison
Iris & Len Turkenkopf
Norma Vazquez
Marilyn Vercelletto
Jerry & Linda Vittone
Scott Weiner
Deborah Weltsch
Jean Mosca Woods
Tony & Pat Zito

Wordsmith $50 - $99
Anonymous (4)
John J. Atherton
Paola Bari & Jeff Aman
Cherie & David Barnier
Binnacle Books
Luisa B. Bolger
Barbara Breslow-Glassman
Colin A. & Margaret Britton
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Bunnell
Vickie D. Byrd
Richard & Linda Cantor
Central Hudson Employee Matching Gift Program
Linda Bartles Clarke
Diane Closs & Benjamin Grey
Natalie H. Davis
Mary Anne & Bob Deik
Lillian DePasquale
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Elkin

Robert Ernest
Sharon Fleury
M. Gregg & Ruth Aldrich Gau
John Gavin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gibbs
Dr. Alan Gross
Andrea Guazzo
Jennifer Halloran
Darlene Halstead
Shirley M. Handel
Judith Harkavy
Anthony & Barbara Herles
Gerry & Gerrianne Hoernes
Bridget Hollenback
Muriel Horowitz
Martin Hutchinson
Betty Kaplan
Maha & Ahmad Katnani
The Keeley Family
Brad & Barbara Kendall
George Lithco
Manuel & Margaret Liu
Cora Mallory-Davis
Iris & Fred Maron
June B. Martin
Gerald Matusiewicz
James & Linda Merrell
Barbara Mindel
Myra Morales
William L. Moran
Joan Nicholls
Ann & John Pinna
The Polikoff Family
Wendy R. Preston
Aline M. Pirrone & Jeffrey A. Purdy
Melanie & Chris Rottkamp
Doris Schafer
Celia & Arnold Serotsky
Nancy Severns
Ann Marie Shershin
Margery M. Short

Patron up to $24
Anonymous (6)
Burberry Books
Kenia Ceballos
Carole Chambers
Greg Darak
Alexander Deger
Albert Deluca
Betty Jo Drost
Bob Fisch
Anne & Stephen Friedland
Rosemarie Frisone
Cori Guagenti
Ernest W. Hernandez
Nicole Imhoff
Judith E. Kufert-Shapiro
Kim Lounsbury
Frank & Francine Lucato
Steve & Dorothy Meissner
Mary & Patrick F. Moore, Esq.
Joseph Nathan
Brittani O’Hearn
Olivebridge Books
Ellen & Gerard O’Shea
Janine B. Ravase
Ronald Rosen
William Russell
Dora Schisler
Karen Schneider
Edward Sedatchow
Neal Tanner
Mr. Harold E. Veeder

Ligija Simanavicius
Linda Skolnik
Rosemarie R. Smith
Elaine Sproat
Laurel D. Spuhler
Ellen & Rocco Staino
Suzi & Herb Stoller
Edith C. Stout
Marie & Bob Straub
Harlow E. Waite
Pamela Watts
Carole J. Wolf

Reader $25 - $49
Anonymous (8)
Barbara Allegrante
Nancy Bahret
Barbara A. Biron
Saquon D. Brown
Judith P. Buck
John & Nydia Carlson
Certo Books
Joyce A. Chatfield
Mary Downey
Marwa Elkest
Nancy Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Fredericks
Andrew Gargiso
Brenda S. Goldstein
Jeffrey M. Gregory
Albert Groccia
Peter Gum
Jolie Aleen Hamer-Conroy
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan L. Heiles
Lydia Higginson
Mary Anne & Edward Hogarty
Janet E. Huen
Gary E. Killmer, Jr.
Sheila & Alicia Knights
Mr. Rudolph E. Lapar
Peter & Diane Lapis
Yvonne Laube
Dave & Judy Longacre
Virginia Marcus
Mr. & Mrs. David Meyerson
Joel & Sheryl K. Miller
Milone Family
Karen Moksvold
Margaret Namulyanga
Alice M. Olewnick
Judi  Palmer
Darlene Pedrosa
Michael J. Porter
Don Rain
Barbara Renfroe
Holly Roberts
Darshan Russell
Brian Schartz
Katrina Schneider
Ralph & Marian Schwartz 
Jessica Secor
Thomas Simone
Mrs. Jacqueline Solomon
Catherine Tomasko
Richard C. Wiedeman


