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2019 Annual Report
REALLY? The library does that?

2019 saw the addition of several new resources and services to the Library District’s 
offerings. In fact, even people who use our libraries on a regular basis may not be 
fully aware of all the things they can do, see, or borrow. That’s why the theme of 
this year’s annual report repeats a commonly asked question, “Really? The library 
does that?”

Want to Borrow a Metal Detector? How About a Go Pro Camera?
The Library District has a Library of Things that features items that you may want 
to try without having to spend a lot of money. In 2019, we added Mobile Wifi 
Hotspots, a Go Pro HERO camera, two hiking backpacks, and, yes, a compact, 
collapsible, lightweight metal detector. And star gazers are always welcome to 
borrow our Orion StarBlast 4.5 Astro Reflector Telescope.

So if you want to hike to the top of a hill and watch the stars, you’re welcome 
to borrow our telescope AND our hiking backpack which includes a flash light, 
compass, emergency blanket, first aid kit, binoculars, trail maps, and a copy of 50 
Hikes in the Lower Hudson Valley.

Want to Travel to the Space Station?             
Or Maybe Paris?
Just hop aboard one of our virtual trips using one of 
our 30 pairs of virtual reality goggles which give you a 
360 degree view of your destination. In late 2019, we 
began offering programs in which patrons could virtually 
explore the Great Barrier Reef, the works of Leonardo 
Da Vinci, and hundreds of other exhibits or destinations 
including the space station. Just keep an eye on the 
program listings on our website.

“I Wish I Could Digitize Our Family Photos and Movies!”
Well you can - at the library! Our Family Lineage Image Preservation (FLIP) digital 
service provides scanning and transferring services for the conversion of your family 
images, in both still and moving formats. There is a $4.00 materials fee for the 
thumb drive on which your images will be stored.

Wish You Had Free Passes        
to Museums and Parks?
In 2019, the Library District added 20 
more sites to its list of 50 museums parks 
and destinations that offer free or reduced 
admission to Library District card holders.  
Book up to two passes for the same day 
to combine visits to nearby venues. These 
may be local places or destinations for 
your getaway trips to the Adirondacks, 

Berkshires, Boston, or New York City. So if you want free passes to the Basketball 
Hall of Fame, or the Mark Twain Museum, or the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space 
Museum, just call the library for details.

Kids Read Book Festival
Another major new program 
launched in 2019 was Kids Read, 
a book festival that featured 
35 authors and illustrators of 
children’s books. More than 500 
people attended and the kids (and 
thus their parents!) were thrilled 
to meet their favorite authors and 
costumed characters including 
Biscuit, Bad Kitty, Elephant and 
Piggy. The craft tables were busy 
all day and the full schedule of 
presentations meant that there 
was always something new and 
interesting going on.

The book festival, which took 
place at Our Lady of Lourdes 
High School, engaged kids of 
all ages, offering readings and 
presentations on multiple stages. 
Children could buy books, have 
their pictures taken with authors 
and even have them sign their 
books. The Library District plans 
to make this an annual event but 
unfortunately, this year’s book 
festival had to be cancelled due to 
the coronavirus.

PLEASE NOTE that some of these services will not be available during the initial phases of the Library 
District’s reopening.  To learn more about these and other programs and services, visit our website at     
poklib.org or call 845-485-3445 x3702.  



Annual Fund Contributors

The Library District is grateful to the individuals, businesses, 
and organizations who contributed to the Annual Fund 
between January 1 and December 31, 2019.

Wordsmith $50-99

Anonymous (6) 
Mrs. Naomi C. Anolick
Nancy Bahret
Anita Bailey
William & Betty Bakker
Margaret Banks
Cherie & David Barnier
Thomas Bauer
Mr. Peter Bergamo
Richard Berube
Karen A. Blovat
Amy Blumberg
Margaret & Colin Britton
Greg Buddle & Carmen Schaefer
John & Nydia Carlson
William Clarke
Diane Closs & Benjamin Grey
Christine Cuttler
Mark Debald
Mary Anne & Bob Deik
Millie DeNitto
Lillian DePasquale
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Duncan
Rebecca Edwards
Mr. Jack Effron
Mr. & Mrs. Howard B. Ellis, III
Robert Ernest

Bookworm $100 - $249

Anonymous (8) 
Shanna Andrawis
Jeremy & Lynn Baker
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Wendy Berger
Dianne Blazek
Mary Ann Boylan
Donald D. Brown
Gerri Brown
Grace & John Calella
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation
Jim Challey & Janet Gray
Norma Chang
Eleanor & Martin Charwat
Jon & Jeannie Chenette
Bryan C. Childs

Best Seller $250 - $499

Anonymous (3)
Mark Aaron & Miriam Zimet-Aaron
Chris & Bonny Algozzine
Ark Animal Hospital
Jeffrey Baker
Richard S. Catanzaro
Anne Constantinople
Dennis Dengel
Curtis & Emily Dozier
Sean & Kathy Eagleton
Beth A. Glendening
Jack & Fredrica Goodman
Laurence A. Gordon
Edwin L. Joba
Barbara & Charles Lynch
Mary McGowan
The Millman Harris Romano   
   Foundation
Nancy & Al Rosinski Charitable Fund
New England Greenscapes, Inc.
Ralph D. Pollard
Bobbie Post
Karl & Cathy Schmitz
Thomas, Drohan, Waxman, Petigrow &  
   Mayle, LLP
Christian Tiani 

Collector $500 - $999

Anonymous (2)
American Library Association
Patricia M. Breen
Donna Gruberg
Humanities New York
Tom & Enza Lawrence

First Edition $1000 - $1999

Anonymous (1) 
Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union
Irving & Gloria Schlossberg Family   
   Fund of the Community Foundation 
   of Dutchess County
William A. Smith & Son, Inc.

Ann Churukian & James Costopoulos
Dick & Norene Coller
Lynne & Bill Copeland
Gareth & Mary Pat Davies
George & Merrily Davis
Susan Deane-Miller
Nancy R. Dewey
Georgene S. Dreishpoon
Theresa & Peter Elmendorf
Mr. & Mrs. William Enichen
Robert Fiorentino, Sr.
Judith & Alan Fox
Friends of Bill Steinhaus
Ms. Mary Gesek
Joe & Perry Goldsmith
Michael & Mary Habib
Thomas Halstead
Shirley M. Handel
Dawn Harkness
Robert & Diane Hlavaty
Muriel Horowitz
Dr. & Mrs. Duane Hutton
Molly & Tyler Jones
John D. Kelly & Martha Kaplan
C. Ryan Kinlaw & Alexandra N.   
   Heinloth
Joan Kuchenmeister
Edna M. Lyons
Marianne’s Floral Garden
Karen A. Markeloff
Nancy Miller
Mr. William Miller
Janet C. Mills
Robert R. Mortell
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Muffs
Liz Murphy
Marc & Lisa Nelson
Mark & Julia Nelson
Network for Good
Terry & Ann Novicki
NYS ITS - DMV Business Solutions
Diane O’Leary
Kip Bleakley O’Neill
Jim & Terri O’Shea
John O’Shea
Thomas Pallo
Janet Parker
Ann & John Pinna
Paula's Public House
Stephanie H. Pyrek
Eugene & Jewel Ratzlaff
Amy & Ori Raz
Rhinebeck Bank
Leola Ruffin-McPhee
Virginia Saunders
Andrew & Carol Schmidt
Celia & Arnold Serotsky
Nancy & Harold Shablom

Readers $25 - $49

Anonymous (10)
Mia Anderson
Steve Baitinger & Joan Svenson
Arlene Barresi
Susie Buck
Angelo F. & Rosemary Corridori
MaryBeth De Gennaro
Gloria E. Dobbs
Rosa Dogan
Mr. & Mrs. Warren C. Dow
Janet Doyle
Herb & Judy Dym
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fanelli
Ms. Beverly J. Fillips
Susan Budson Fink
Lisa & Lou Fiorese
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth J. Fredericks
M. Gregg & Ruth Aldrich Gau
Fanny Dean Gordon
Eamon Grennan
Peter Gum
Jolie Aleen Hamer-Conroy
Joan M. Herrmann
Mary Anne and Edward Hogarty
Jacqueline Homko
Janet E. Huen
Sally Johnson
Anita P. Jones
Thomas Joyce & Janet Joyce
Beverly Kaufman
Dave & Judy Longacre
Julien Louis-Ferdinand

Frank & Francine Lucato
Susan M. Lynch
Patricia H. Maio
Christine Manning
Hon. & Mrs. George D. Marlow
Mr. & Mrs. David Meyerson
Barbara Mindel
Martha Morrison
Alice M. Olewnick
Cary Phillips-Auerbach
Don Rain
Barbara & Elton Renfroe
Mr. David Schwartz
Stan & Eileen Steinberg
Anne Strain
Craig Strauss
Mr. Harold E. Veeder
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Wall

Toni & Alex Farkas
Joanna Frang
Katherine Friedman
Kenya Gadsden
John Gavin
Yvonne Gaynor
Clare & Michael Graham
Jeffrey S. Graham
Mary J. & Richard W. Greene
Fredrika S. and Kent I. Groff
Sara Gulbrandsen
Jennifer Halloran
Deborah S. Heath and W. 
   Kevin Kelley
Anthony & Barbara Herles
Barbara & Erich Hespenheide
Carol and Gregg Hiatt
Lydia Higginson
Janet Houston
Martin & Anna Hutchinson
Lee & Lleazer Isabell
Patricia Jackson
Frank Johnson
Nancy Kappler-Foster & 
   Kenneth Foster
Maha & Ahmad Katnani
Gary E. Killmer, Jr.
Kelly A. Krakowski
Virginia & Richard LaFalce
Muriel Lampell
Rita & Bob Lewis
Manuel & Margaret Liu
Gerald Matusiewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Zinas Mavodones
James & Linda Merrell
Jode Susan Millman
Marcus J. Molinaro
S. Ntambi
Jeanne B. Opdycke
Gail P. O’Sullivan and Darren   
   O’Sullivan
Joan T. Paquet
Laura Pilkington
Aline M. Pirrone & Jeffrey A.   
   Purdy
Cal & Susan Polikoff
Malka Rabinowitz
Dean Reid
John Reilly
Cassandra D. Ruffin
Jim & Patty Ryan

Drs. Ashok & Nila Shah
Emily & Nasser Siddique Family  
   Fund
Jane Smith
Mary R. Spriggs, CSW
Ellen & Rocco Staino
William R. & Susan M. Steinhaus
Suzi & Herb Stoller
Lesley N. Stone
Storage Depot
Teahan & Constantino, LLP
Cathy Temple
Dr. & Mrs. Camilo Torres
Leonard & Suzanne Turetzky
Iris & Len Turkenkopf
Frank & Lois Van Zanten
Jerry & Linda Vittone
Harlow E. Waite
Scott Weiner
Deborah Weltsch
William Shaw & Anne L. Vorce
Tony & Pat Zito 

Marian R. Schwartz
Mrs. Arthur E. Scott
Sue Serino
Ann Marie Shershin
Margery M. Short
Rose & David Shron
Melany & Larry Spielman
Elaine Sproat
Laurel D. Spuhler
Susan E. Stepp
Edith C. Stout
Marie & Robert J. Straub
Ms. Mary M. Stuewer
Marilyn Vercelletto
Georgette Weir & Jean-Claude  
   Fouere
Barbara Wettergreen
Jean Mosca Woods
The Ziskind Family
Barbara Zuccarello

Golfleaf Volume $2000+

Assembly Member Didi Barrett
Bentley - Holden Fund
Fanny V.W. Boos Trust Fund of the      
   Community Foundations of the 
   Hudson Valley 
Gail Brittain
City of Poughkeepsie
Community Grants Fund of Dutchess  
   County
Community Foundations of the 
   Hudson Valley 
Dutchess County
Dyson Foundation
Ann & Abe Effron Fund for The  
   Adriance Memorial Library of the    
   Community Foundations of the 
   Hudson Valley
Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public 
   Library District
The Norman & Jeannie Greene Fund
IBM Corp Matching Grants Program
The Lant Family
Estate of Adrienne A. McCalley
Mid-Hudson Library System
National Endowment for the Arts
Salisbury Bank & Trust Co.
Estate of Elizabeth M. Smith
State Senator Sue Serino
Upstate Theater Coalition
H. W. Wilson Foundation

Patrons up to $24

Anonymous (11)
Ann Bancroft
Jane Bartik
Judith P. Buck
Albert & Peggy Carlson
Laurie Cohn
Mrs. Rosa Corbeels
Susan T. Davis
Ellen Danziger
Walter Effron
Roy Fitzmaurice
Roslyn Fox
Anne & Stephen Friedland
Simonetta Galante
Brenda S. Goldstein
Jeffrey M. Gregory
Mr. & Mrs. D. Haack
Eileen Halliday
Ellen Heller
Darwin Lee Hill
Edward & Jennifer Holsopple
Judith E. Kufert-Shapiro
Terrence & Constance Lahey
Yvonne Laube
George & Linda Mann
Lila Matlin
Margaret G. Nichols
Ellen O’Shea
Michelle R. Phillips
Michael & Pamela Reeves
Darshan Russell
Dora Schisler
Terri Talbert
Valere S. Voorhees
Mary F. Weglinski
Ellen Zelig

Lila & Phillip Lynch
Mary & Patrick F. Moore, Esq.
Eileen & Robert Nye
Roland & Marion Patterson
Albert & Julia Rosenblatt 



Financials

Revenue    
Real Property Taxes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $7,677,943   
Pilot Payments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   126,577 
Library Charges  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  70,788  
Interest and Earnings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  60,731  
Grants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24,000  
State Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  286,630  
Gifts & Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  155,655  
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   58,117  
Interfund Transfers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  213,106 
Total Revenue              $8,655,982  

Expenses  
Salaries and Wages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $3,682,369  
Employee Benefits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,718,756  
Library Materials & Information Services  . . .  626,912 
Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67,655  
Circulation & OPAC Management Fees  . . . . . . 83,649  
Operations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,094,019  
Debt Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,372,681
Contingency  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9,941 
Total Expenditures           $8,655,982  
       

Poughkeepsie Public Library District 

  2019 by the Numbers

Total visitors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  337,644     
Items loaned or downloaded . . . . . . . . . .  434,229
Reference questions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,919  
Public computer log-ins . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 113,091    
Public fax usage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  805 
Website hits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 378,7149
Database usage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 154,538  

Programs
Total public programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,185 
Total program attendance . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43,091   

  Message from the Board President

2019 Board of Trustees

Mary E. Moore, Town, President
Dianne Blazek, Town, Vice President
Moira Fitzgibbons, City, Secretary
Tom McGlinchey, Town, Treasurer
Amy Bombardieri, Town
Paul Bucher, Jr., City
Sean Eagleton, Town
Edna Lyons, City
Patricia Ryan, Town
Cathy Schmitz, Town
Laurel Spuhler, City

Tom Lawrence, Library Director

In Memory of

In Honor of
Gail Brittain
  Ellis Family
  Mr. & Mrs. Shablom
 

Normally, this message would discuss the Library District’s 
performance in the previous year, highlighting its many 
achievements. However, nothing is normal at this time. As I 
write this message, our libraries are closed to the public, as are 
many of the organizations and institutions that make up our 
community. 

Nevertheless, I am very proud of the ways in which the 
Library District has responded to this crisis. When face to face 
interaction with patrons was no longer possible, the library 
staff began making wellness calls to patrons at home. When 
Story Times and other programs were cancelled, the Library 
District embraced Facebook Live, Zoom, and YouTube to 
stay connected with the community. Since mid-March, staff 
members have made a remarkable 98 videos that resulted in 
23,383 unique Facebook views and 2,160 YouTube views. 

In response to the need for face shields for health workers, 
the Library District’s IT department used our six 3D printers 
to make 120 face shield holders. Other staff members sewed 
more than 100 face masks in support of health care workers. 

Meanwhile, the portals to online resources have been 
thrown wide open. Individuals who do not have a library card 
can easily sign-up online (poklib.org) providing access to a 
treasure trove of educational and entertaining resources. 

During this crisis, there is so much that we cannot do, and 
so much that we miss from our normal lives. Still, I hope that 
you and your family can find some comfort, entertainment, 
and even inspiration, in all that the Library District is making 
available. 

On behalf of everyone at PPLD, I wish you continued 
health and look forward to seeing you in person before too 
long.  

Dianne Blazek, President, Board of Trustees

Matthew Altschul
George & Merrily Bunch
Mary J. & Richard Greene
Michael & Mary Habib
Janet Parker
Melany & Larry Spelman
William Shaw & Anne L. Vorce

Louis P. Barone, Sr.
Annette M. Barone

Alice Bunch
Bernard & Shirley M. Handel
Virginia Sauders

David & Judith Effron
Sara Effron

Diane Pozar
Peter F. & Jean A. LeRose 

Barbara Joba
IBM Corp. Matching Grants  
   Program
Edwin Joba
Nancy & Al Rosinski Charitable  
   Fund

Elayne Weinstein
Jeremy & Lynn Baker
Deborah S. Heath
Barbara Mindel

 (as of 12.31.2019)


