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Poughkeepsie Public Library District

Meeting New Demands     
in a New Age
Throughout the year, the Library District demonstrated 
recognition of this new environment and the need to meet the 

changing needs of our community. Reading 
programs, ranging from the month-long to 
the weekly Toddler Time, still formed the 
core of PPLD’s activities, but the calendar of 
programs also included classes on Pinterest, 
Instagram, LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook, 
Ancestry.com, Google Docs, blogging, 
Spanish language computer classes, and 
working with digital photos. 

The Changing Role of the Public Library
The story of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District (PPLD) 
in 2014 reflects the changing role of America’s public libraries.  
While book circulation is still an essential activity, it is no longer 
the central focus of the majority of libraries.  “As we move forward 
into the digital age, and as our community and its needs continue 
to change, the Library District’s role is changing too,” explained 
director Tom Lawrence.  According to a report issued by the Aspen 
Institute in October, 2014, “While the public library was conceived 
in an age of information scarcity, today’s networked world is one 
of information abundance and mobility.”  This has presented 
challenges for libraries, but the report concludes that, “Public 

libraries have the DNA needed to thrive in this new information-
rich, knowledge-based society.” For PPLD, the priorities in 2014 
were to increase the quality and range of program offerings while 
also expanding its 
capacity through 
networking with 
other organizations 
and through further 
expansion of the 
Library District’s 
facilities.

There are excellent early 
childhood programs 
here. And books! We 
have been coming 
since my oldest was 
four months old. I can’t 
wait until they are old 
enough to come to some 
of the cool programs for 
older kids!  
Tammy King, mother of 
PLC Story Time toddler

Community Partnerships   
As part of PPLD’s recognition of the opportunities offered by networking, the 2014 
calendar featured several partnerships with other educational and cultural institutions. In 
November, as part of a month-long series titled Lincoln, the Constitution and Civil War, the 
Library District partnered with The Bardavon in an event that drew more than 900 people.  
The Hudson Valley Philharmonic performed Aaron Copland’s A Lincoln Portrait, which 
pairs words from the great president with symphonic music. The performance featured 
projections of historic images from Lincoln’s life and Oscar-nominee David Strathairn as 
narrator. In addition, Hudson Valley favorites Jay Ungar and Molly Mason performed several 

pieces including their Ashokan Farewell, the signature 
tune for Ken Burns’ PBS documentary The Civil War. 

Meanwhile, The Big Read set a new attendance 
record of 4700.  The Library District and its 40 
partner organizations conducted 75 public programs 
and distributed 1500 copies of Ray Bradbury’s 
Fahrenheit 451. Big Read programs included 19 
book discussions, 15 film screenings, seven live 
performances, and 14 lectures or panel discussions.  

Expanding Capacity
Throughout 2014, the new branch library was taking 
shape on Boardman Road. Late in the year, Tom 
Lawrence was excited about the possibilities offered 

by the new facility. “With four 
program rooms, 30 computers, 
and more than twice the space 
of the current branch, this 
new library will significantly 
increase our capacity to serve 
our patrons in the City and 
the Town,” he said.  The new 
branch was also designed with 
other organizations in mind; 
throughout 2014, community 
organizations frequently used the 
Library District’s facilities for their 
meetings and programs. 

2014 by the 
Numbers
Total visitors: 359,084

Items loaned: 499,001

Reference Questions: 19,014

Public computer log-ins: 121,496

Programs
The two libraries offered 2675 public 
programs during the year 
Adult: 1313 programs
Teen: 190

Tween: 72

Elementary: 237

Early Childhood: 410

Non-library programs: 453 
The total attendance at these programs 
was 38,145



The Poughkeepsie Public Library District and the Friends of PPLD are grateful to the 
individuals, businesses and organizations who contributed to the 2014 Annual Fund. 
These lists reflect gifts received between January 1 and December 31, 2014, including 
gifts in response to the Friends’ Appeals. All names are listed as requested by the donor.

Annual Fund Contributors

Goldleaf Volume $2000+ 

First Edition $1000-1999  

 $500-999	

American Library Association
Bentley-Holden Fund
Fanny V.W. Boos Trust Fund of the Community 		
   Foundation of the Hudson Valley
Martin and Eleanor Charwat
The Vincent & Carol W. Dean Family Charitable 		
   Foundation
Dollar General
Dutchess County Agency Partner Grant Program
Dyson Foundation
Ann and Abe Effron Fund for Adriance Memorial Library
   of the Community Foundation of Dutchess County
Friends of PPLD
Adam Gileski
The Norman and Jeannie Greene Fund
The Millman Harris Romano Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
New York State Education Department
Riverside Bank
TD Banknorth Charitable Foundation
The H. W. Wilson Foundation

Gail Brittain
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift Program
Hudson Valley Federal Credit Union
IBM Corp Matching Grants Program
Mid-Hudson Library System
Jacob & Sarah Nussbaum Fund of the 		
   Community Foundation of Dutchess County
Wollner/Troccia Family Fund of the 		
   Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley

Anonymous
Patricia M. Breen
Anne Constantinople
Cuddy & Feder LLP
William A. Koeffler, Jr.
Tom & Enza Lawrence
Phillip & Lila Lynch
New York State Library
Roland & Marion Patterson
Jonah Sherman Family Fund
Holly Wahlberg
Patrick & Denise Watson

Anonymous (4)
Mark Aaron & Miriam Zimet-Aaron
Adrian “Butch” Anderson
Linda & Klaus Beyer
Richard S. Catanzaro
Neal and Suzanne Christensen
Robert Cook & Kealy Salomon
Sondra and James Farganis
Beth A. Glendening
Laurence A. Gordon
Hudson Plaza Wines and Spirits
Janet E. Huen
Sipra & Glen Johnson
Nils & Jessica Kenaston
Jacqueline L. Klein
Ken & Madeline Knops
The Lant Family
Mrs. Barbara M. Louthan
Bill Lunt & Mary Waterman
Gail & Tom McGlinchey
Mary & Patrick Moore, Esq.
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Muffs
Kip Bleakley O’Neill
Ralph D. Pollard
Cathy Temple

Anonymous (13)
Dale & Donald Adams
Annon Adams
Catherine & Rudy Albanese
Dr. & Mrs. Alterman
In Memory of Louis P. Barone, Sr.
Didi Barrett
Margaret and Colin Britton
Grace & John Calella 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation
Norma Chang
The Chazen Companies
Ann E. Churukian & James E. Costopoulos, Jr.
Sharon L. Clarke
Elaine H. Crosby
Stephen & Amity Currie
Gareth & Mary Pat Davies
Susan Deane-Miller
Staff at Augusta Dental
Lillian DePasquale
Curtis & Emily Dozier
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Duncan
Sean & Kathy Eagleton
Deborah Eisberg
Ms. Theresa Elmendorf
Mr. & Mrs. William Enichen

Best Seller 
$250-499 

Bookworm 
$100-249  

Barbara & Harold Ernst
Kenneth Folster
Michael & Phyllis George
Mary M. Gesek
Marion J. Ghosh
Terry Gipson
Barry Glick
Joe & Perry Goldsmith
Goldstein & Goldstein LLP
Paul F. Gorgen & Rachel Ruth
Clare & Michael Graham
Donna Gruberg
Carla Gude
Richard & Patricia Hall
Handel Foundation
Dawn Harkness
Gerald & Sheila Hayes
Larry Hughes
Keith & Marcine Humphrey
Dr. & Mrs. Duane E. Hutton
James & Marilyn Johnson
Rita and Stephen Kaplan
Maha & Ahmad Katnani
Jean M. King
Raymond Kistner
Joseph W. LaForte
Young H. Lieu
George Lithco
Barbara & Charles Lynch
Jay Mangione
George Mann
Marianne’s Floral Garden
Karen A. Markeloff
Gerry Matusiewicz
Mary McGowan
Sheryl Miller
Virginia A. Moore
Thomas & Elizabeth Murphy
Carol & Ken Neisser
Mark, Julie, Nicole & Brenna Nelson
Joan Nicholls
Mr. Thomas M. Nisonger
Margaret Oettle
Dawn & Robert O’Shea
John & Nancy O’Shea
Jim & Terri O’Shea
Ann Pinna
Eleanore Poster
Stephanie H. Pyrek
Amy & Ori Raz
John Reilly
Albert & Julia Rosenblatt
Jim & Patty Ryan
Kathleen Schibanoff
Karl & Cathy Schmitz
James & Jennifer Schutzer
G. C. Schwartz
Celia & Arnold Serotsky
Dr. Ashok Shah, M.D.
Joan Sherman
Anthony Sierzega
Ligija Simanavicius
Murray & Mary Solomon
William R. Stark
Suzi & Herb Stoller
Janice & Joe Strang
Julie & Camilo Torres
Leonard & Suzanne Turetzky
Frank & Lois Van Zanten
Jerry & Linda Vittone
Thomas & Pegeen Wall
Scott Weiner
Georgette Weir
Fred & Katherine Weiss
Deborah Weltsch
Peter A. Winograd
Kathleen L. Wong



Anonymous (9)
Nina Acosta
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Aldrich, III
Shanna Andrawis
Nancy C. Bahret
Peter S. Bergamo
Wendy Berger
Antonia & Peter Bertolozzi
John B. Beurket
Mary Ann Boylan
Tom Halstead & Karen Brewster
Gerri Brown
MaryAnn Bruno
Richard & Linda Cantor
John & Jeannie Chenette
Carl E. Clark
Mr. William J. Clarke, III
Ann Colangelo
Sally Coleman
Christine Cuttler
Barbara Davis
Laurel de Guire
Millie DeNitto
Angela M. DiCarlo
William & Susan Dillon
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Effron
Edwin E. Fitchett
James L. Flynn & Sue Hart
Robert & Nancy Fogel
Rebecca Foote
Judith & Alan Fox
Katherine Friedman
Nathan B. Grant
Warren T. Hall
Ellen Heller
Joan M. Herrmann
Kathy Hochlowski
Janet W. Houston
Mr. & Mrs. Scott C. Jarzombek
Edwin L. Joba
Nancy Kappler-Foster
The Keller-Coffeys
Brad & Barb Kendall
James & Sylvia Kitcher
Diane & Peter Lapis
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Lipp
Manuel & Margaret Liu
Gregory V. Marcotte
Arthur & Ruth McComb
Annette & Tim McCoy
Mr. William Miller
Netherwood Elementary School
Adriene Conrad
Robert & Eileen Nye
Donald & Lucy Ogborn
Eugene & Betty Ogborn

Wordsmith 
$50-99

Anonymous (10)
Naomi C. Anolick
David & Mary Bagley
Betty & William Bakker
Margaret Banks
William & Susan Barbash
Patricia A. Barone
John Bickford
Carol A. Bogle
Frederick P. Bunnell
Diane K. Closs
Anne H. Cross
Donna Cupelli
Robert & Mary Anne Deik
Don deKoven
Ruth & Ted Detjen
Rosa B. Dogan

Family of Readers 
$25-49			 

Mrs. Wesley S. Pfirman
Laura Pilkington
Poughkeepsie Public Library District 	
   Staff Association
Florence Rabidou
Eugene & Jewel Ratzlaff
Bernice Regunberg
Andrea Reynolds
Marjorie Robinson
Bill & Carol Rohde
Ellen Rubin
Cassandra D. Ruffin
Leola Y. Ruffin-McPhee
Elayne & Harold  Seaman
Nancy & Harold Shablom
Ann Marie Shershin
Dr. & Mrs. Samuel Simon
Linda Skolnik
Jennifer Parker & Donald Stark
Lesley N. Stone
Storage Depot
Anne P. Strain
Marie & Bob Straub
Thalia & Rich Sudnik
Rene J. Tritschler
Russell & Wendy Urban-Mead
Vassar College Library
Harlow E. Waite
James & Patricia Waters
Linda S. Way
Sharon Wilhelm
Michael & Linda Wood
Jean Mosca Woods
The Ziskind Family

Anonymous (12)
Prasad & Kanthi Angara
Anita Bailey
Christina M. Baker
Amy Blumberg
Judith P. Buck
John & Nydia Carlson
Agnes Corns
Matthew Cousens
David Dengel
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ernest
Toni & Alex Farkas
Rosemary & Thomas Farrell
Ms. Mary Feldmann
Mrs. Roslyn Fox
Simonetta Galante
Joyce C. Ghee
Brenda S. Goldstein
Jackie Graves
Mr. & Mrs. D. Haack
Kezia Gleckman Hayman
Darwin Lee Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Hogarty
Nanci Kryzak
Linda Ann Lettieri
Ana D. Lopez
Julien Louis-Ferdinand
Frank & Francine Lucato
Marcy Marlow & George D. Marlow
James Mastrangelo
Lila Matlin
Gloria E. Miller
Barbara Mindel
Philip Peters
Dianna E. Powell
Diane Rain
Penny & Tom Rinaldi
Mara E. Rinaudo
Darshan Russell
Sisselman Family
Jane Barber Smith
Patricia Smith
Marlene Straus
Susan N. Szabo
The Three Arts
Joseph Tockarshewsky
Norma Torney
Mrs. Rosette Uniacke
Leonard & Ellen Viggiano
Karl J. Volk
Valere S. Voorhees
Richard C. Wiedeman
Mrs. Lilli Zimet

Supporters 

Helen Douglas
JoAnn & Bill Dourdis
Marie & Warren Dow
Margery & Ben Ebersman
Joan Fay
Ms. Beverly Fillips
Judith Elkin & Eugene Fleishman
Kenneth & Carolyn Fredericks
M. Gregg & Ruth Aldrich Gau
Yvonne Gaynor
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gibbs
Peter Gum
Elisa C. Gwilliam
Jolie Aleen Hamer-Conroy
The Rev. & Mrs. Robert Hamlyn
Viola Hathaway
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan L. Heiles
Anthony & Barbara Herles
The Hespenheides
Mahesh J. Jesrani
Sally A. Johnson
Thomas & Janet Joyce
Beverly Kaufman
Sheila A. Knights
John B. Kotch
Judith E. Kufert-Shapiro
William Kustas
Pat Lamanna
Shirley L. Langlois
Rudolph E. Lapar
Thor A. Larsen
Pete & Jean LeRose
Edwin Lester
Elaine Lipschutz
Stephen P. Lumb
Cora Mallory-Davis
Christine Manning
J. William & Eleanor Marr
Nancy Marrine
Ruth Marx
John McCaffrey & Joan Sullivan
Gilbert  McKenzie
John R. McKinney
Virginia M. McNulla
Linda Merrell
Milone Family
F. Kennon & Mary L. Moody
Martha Morrison
S. Christine Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Augustine Nolan
Alice & George Olewnick
Ms. Joan Paquet
Marion J. Paskey
Cary Phillips-Auerbach
Cal & Susan Polikoff
Barbara Post
Elton & Barbara Renfroe
Ron & Marilyn Rosen and 
   Courtney & Mariah Robishaw
Ken & MaryAnn Sambells
Andrew & Carol Schmidt
Mr. David M. Schwartz
Mr. Thomas R. Shaker, Jr.
Stan & Eileen Steinberg
Ellen & Victor Stern
Maria Walton
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Wong

I come to the library to the knitting group because I feel relaxed learning 
something new from people in this group…and later I will enjoy my project!  
The classes offered bring health to the community. They lower stress levels!  
Dora I. Barreto, Poughkeepsie patron



2014 Financials

Representing the 
City of Poughkeepsie:      
Lila Lynch
Edna Lyons
Joan Nicholls
Patrick Watson, Secretary

Representing the 
Town of Poughkeepsie:
Grace Calella
Anne Constantinople, President
Sondra Farganis
Tom McGlinchey, Treasurer  
Margaret Prescott
Miriam Zimet-Aaron
Mary E. Moore, Vice President

Tom Lawrence, Library Director

2014 Board of Trustees

Memorial and Honor Gifts

Message from the Board President

Adriance Honors
Honoring (l-r):
Terri and Jim O’Shea
Duane and Gae Hutton

In Memory of Louis P. Barone, Sr.	
Annette Barone	
	
In Memory of Diana Fontanella	
Angela M. DiCarlo	
Janice & Joe Strang	
	
In Memory of Dolores Haight	
William & Susan Dillon	
Kenneth Folster	
Annette & Tim McCoy	
Netherwood Elementary School	
Russell & Wendy Urban-Mead	
Fred & Katherine Weiss	
Cathy & Barry, Lou & Barb, 
   Maryann & John	
	
In Memory of Raymond Kistner	
Prasad & Kanthi Angara	
Ann Colangelo	
Jean M. King	
James & Jennifer Schutzer	
William R. Stark	
Maria Walton	
James & Patricia Waters	
	
In Memory of Thelma J. Kuchenmeister	
Robert & Eileen Nye	

In Memory of Rita Lynch	
William R. Stark	
	
In Memory of Rose Occhialino	
Antonia & Peter Bertolozzi	
Staff at Augusta Dental	
Joseph W. LaForte	
Donald & Lucy Ogborn	
Eugene & Betty Ogborn	
Peter A. Winograd	
	
In Memory of Diane Pozar	
Pete & Jean LeRose	
	
In Memory of Mildred Hecht Siegel	
Anonymous	
Ellen Heller	
	
In Memory of Joseph & Mildred Weiner	
Scott Weiner	
	
In Memory of Adele Wildrick	
Joan Nicholls	
	
In Honor of Gail Brittain	
Nancy Shablom	
	
In Honor of Margaret Britton	
Vassar College Library Staff	

In this message, I speak on behalf of the 
Trustees of the Poughkeepsie Public 
Library District, a varied group who have 
volunteered their time, talent, and energy 
to share oversight of this community 
treasure.  They do so on behalf of the men, 
women, young people, and children for 
whom our libraries are a regular source of 
information, assistance, and even pleasure.

We take for granted that the library will 
have books, newspapers, magazines, and 
now CDs, DVDs, and whatever form 
electronic media come in next.  But the 
Library is much more than a place to keep 
materials and a staff to help us use them, it 
is also one of the few places where people 
who do not know each other can gather 
to learn something new, be entertained, 
or just hang out.  In 2014, in addition to 
the Big Read, recurring reading programs 
for children, computer classes, and the 
income tax assistance provided by AARP, 
the library hosted navigators to assist with 
Affordable Care Act decisions, programs on 
the Struggle for Civil Rights, a Spotlight 
on Jewish Theater, Lincoln and the 

Constitution during the Civil War, and a 
program of speakers from the 92nd Street Y 
in New York City.  

One of the reasons that it was so important 
to the Trustees of the Library to find a 
new location for the branch library was 
how hard it was to schedule programs 
at the Arlington branch in the one very 
small program room, and how overbooked 
the rooms at Adriance were.  We know 
that some people were not happy to lose 
Arlington, but we trust that the gains 
achieved through this new place will win 
them over.  We are particularly pleased 
that the addition of three program rooms, 
made possible by a generous gift from 
Norman and Jeannie Greene, will make it 
easier for the library to continue to offer 
programs and space to meet the needs of 
the community.  And we remain deeply 
grateful to the community for its support 
of Adriance and now Boardman Road 
libraries.  

Anne Constantinople, President
PPLD Board of Trustees

I live a few houses away, so I am here most days 
to use the computers, check out movies or books.   
Nick Taylor, iCommons patron

I use the resources here to 
search for jobs and keep 
up on current events. My 
son uses it to research 
papers for school projects. 
Barrett Weston,     
iCommons patron

Revenue	
Real Property Taxes	                    $6,342,286
PILOT Payments	                                    112,729
Library Charges	                                       79,079
Interest & Earnings	                            9,447
Grants	                                                    41,079
State Aid	                                                 256,868
Gifts & Donations	                         130,044
Miscellaneous	                                        30,235
Interfund Transfers	                           17,664

Use of Fund Balance	                              83,484	
Total Revenue	                       $7,102,915

Expenditures	
Salaries & Wages	                                 $2,826,757
Employee Benefits	                      1,328,821
Library Materials & Information Services	   544,829
Equipment	                                       37,199
Circulation & OPAC  Management Fees	 31,099
Operations	                                     845,082
Debt Service	                                     1,489,128	

Total Expenditures	               $7,102,915


